Lesson 48 Acts of the Apostles 1 ‐ 13
STUDY QUESTIONS:
1. Compare the introduction of chapter one of the Gospel of Luke to the
opening verses of Acts. What is St. Luke’s purpose in these two books?
2. The apostles ask a question in 1: 6. What do they still expect to happen?
How are our expectations the same as theirs, and how are they different?
What is the prophetic angels’ word at the Ascension?
3. Who is the central person of the first 12 chapters? In what ways is his
primacy to the early church brought forward?
4. What difference does the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost
make to those who follow Jesus? What is its significance to Salvation
History?
5. What are the important points in the preaching of the early witnesses
to Jesus, especially Peter’s preaching?
6. How did the early community of The Name practice the faith?
Ezekiel 37:1•12 and prayer.
The Holy Spirit would come upon all flesh. The Old Testament
prophets rightly foresaw the need for a unique infusion of the Holy
Spirit into the people of God to enable them to become the renewed
family who could live to please Him. It was that promise of the coming
Spirit that kept them looking with anticipation to the future. Just what
the relationship of the Messiah was to this great spiritual event is
unclear in the Old Testament. Joel prophesied that the Spirit would
come upon all flesh; Jeremiah prophesied that the new covenant would
be written upon the hearts of Man, not on tablets external to him;
Ezekiel foresaw the Spirit being breathed into the dry bones of the
people of God filling them with new life. The Messiah, Son of David,
would then lead these new people of God.
In all four of the gospels Jesus is proclaimed by John the Baptist as
the one who would “baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire.” In the
Gospel of John that promise attracts the apostles to Jesus. This Old
Testament promise of the indwelling of the Spirit of God will happen to
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those who believe in Jesus. John’s Gospel gives much attention to who
the Spirit is and what His role will be after Jesus is glorified; He and the
Father will send the Spirit. The apostles will recognize the Spirit for He
is now with them, but at that time, given fully to restore fallen
mankind, He will be in them. John 14:17.
Jesus bestows the Holy Spirit. With the crucifixion and resurrection
of Jesus our familiar time line rounds the corner and the people of God,
individually and collectively, through the power of the Holy Spirit,
begin the upward climb to oneness with God. When that oneness was
lost through disobedience, God entered history to bring mankind back
into union with Himself. Disobedience meant the loss of the indwelling
Spirit of God, reducing Man to a good humanity, but irremediably
separated from God ‐ unless God Himself will work to remedy the
separation. Through the Old Testament, God the Father, not yet
revealed to be three Persons, worked to bring the people to the place
where the Son, the Second Person could be sent to them. The era of the
Second Person on earth was a brief thirty to forty years, then with the
Pentecost that followed the Resurrection, the promised Third Person is
sent. All who receive Him are given the grace that restores to them the
necessary supernatural gifts for union with God. The Second Person of
the Holy Trinity has condescended to the level of His people, carried all
their sins, paid restitution and ransom in his death, and has forgiven
them, which opens the way for the gift of the Spirit.
The book of Acts is the record of that great event ‐ the coming of
the Holy Spirit into the lives of believers, and the birth of the body, New
Israel, called Church. The acts of those who received the Holy Spirit gift
are acts of power like unto the acts of Jesus Himself. Chief among the
actors are Peter and Paul the two great apostles of the Church. Also
many other men and women are empowered to be witnesses to Jesus in
word and deed. At Jesus’ Ascension, the gospel of Luke records, He tells
his disciples to remain in Jerusalem until the power comes from on
high. It is at this point that Luke begins the book of Acts. Forty days
after the resurrection, before Jesus ascends to the Father, He tells His
followers that the Holy Spirit will be given in Jerusalem where they are
to wait. About nine days later, praying in the Upper Room, where the
Last Supper was also celebrated, one hundred and twenty of the

faithful, including the twelve apostles (Matthias has been drawn by lot)
and Mary Jesus’ mother, are overcome by the Spirit who charges them
to their core with divine power.
They were not the same men and women. The resurrection proved
the Godhead of Jesus to the apostles, confirming the faith they had had
in His extraordinary origins; but it did not empower them. They were
fearful of the Jews and hid in Jerusalem. His visits to them were behind
closed, locked doors. Then sometime during the forty days they went
back to Galilee to take up their old life. Jesus appeared to them there,
calling upon Peter to shepherd and feed the flock. Peter returned to
Jerusalem to be present at the Ascension and to wait with the others for
the Holy Spirit. As yet there was no courage, and no missionary zeal in
these men. They did not have the ability or the inclination to become
fearless witnesses to Jesus. The Holy Spirit would make all the
difference. From weak and hesitant to bold and fearless, they moved out
into a hostile world intrepidly, unstoppable by beatings, by
imprisonment, or even death. Mary’s presence in the Upper Room at
Pentecost speaks of her special holiness exemplified in humility. She
who by the Spirit had borne the Son of God, who had been specially
chosen of all women, was there waiting for the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. She who had been the spouse of the Spirit, full of grace, asked for
an in‐filling of that Spirit. Peter’s leadership is apparent from the first.
Not only has Jesus commissioned him at the end of John’s gospel to feed
and tend the flock, but he acts as head even before the in‐filling of the
Holy Spirit when he instigates the choosing of Matthias to take Judas’
place. He is the preacher through the first twelve chapters; his
preaching is given to us as a record of four occasions. He is the one who
speaks to the Jewish Council twice in defense of The Name. Close to
him is John who has Mary in his care at home. Wherever Peter goes
there also is John. With James the brother of the Lord (not John’s
brother James), Paul, in his letter to the Galatians, calls them “the
pillars at Jerusalem.” James, John’s brother, was killed by Herod Agrippa
in his persecution of AD44. The community in Jerusalem is scattered
during this time. Each persecution, difficult as it is, only spreads the
Good News of Jesus further.
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Persecutions meet the young Church from the first day. Drawn by
the phenomenon, the crowd ridicules these men speaking in tongues,
even though they hear them speaking in their own languages.
Nevertheless, Peter’s preaching brings in 3000 souls that first day of the
Church’s existence. When the apostles are found to heal and preach in
the name of Jesus, the Sadducees, priests, and Temple officials are
worried and angry. When nothing stops these men, the Council
contemplates killing them, but is held off by the wisdom of Gamaliel, a
teacher of the Law. He wisely warns that if this movement is not of God
it will die; but it if is, they might find themselves in the position of
opposing God Himself.
Meanwhile the Church grows by the addition of thousands
through baptism. Not conceiving itself as an entity different from
Judaism at first, the life of the Jewish convert is still tied to Temple
worship. The first believers are 100% Jews, and the life of this sect of
Judaism includes communal sharing of goods, hearing the teaching and
preaching of the apostles, breaking bread together (“in remembrance of
me”), prayers, attending the Temple worship, and rejoicing together
when they suffer for The Name. The communal life is not required in
order to be a believer in The Name, therefore, the premeditated lying of
Ananias and Sapphira is a horrendous lie to God’s face, and is punished
by their death ‐ a dimension of the power of the Spirit in this early
community that leaves us breathless.
The separation of the Jesus cult from the rest of Judaism takes
place slowly. By the remarkable leading of the Holy Spirit, faith in
Jesus becomes available to the Gentiles. (When one contemplates how
easily the Spirit caused the shedding of religious prohibitions, the
argument of feminists that Peter and Paul were hidebound by culture in
the matter of women’s participation in leadership, is seen to be
untenable. Were it only cultural it could have been shed even more
easily than the religious scruples.) Peter is turned around and sent to
the unclean Gentiles, who were always beyond a Jew’s religious
boundaries. The Holy Spirit is poured out on the centurion Cornelius
and his family before they have even been cleansed with water baptism.
Leaders of the Church in Jerusalem have to swallow their criticism of
Peter’s preaching to uncircumcised Gentiles because the evidence is

irrefutable that the Spirit intends Gentiles to be accepted without
circumcision. The Jerusalem church begins to have many Greek
speaking Jews as converts. So many join that the Greek‐speakers
complain that they aren’t getting an even share at the food distribution.
The apostles must name seven deacons to take care of these practical
considerations; most of the names of these deacons are Greek.
Evangelizing spreads. One of the deacons, Philip, goes out to
evangelize, preaching and healing with power. In Samaria he has such
success that news of all the conversions reaches Jerusalem. Peter and
John are sent by the Jerusalem council to confirm. Apostolic hands are
laid on the new believers to receive the Holy Spirit; baptism does not
bring automatic reception of the whole gift of the Spirit. Filled with the
Holy Spirit, the Samaritans praise G0d in tongues which becomes a sign
of the in‐filling of the Spirit. Philip continues on to encounter an
Ethiopian traveling home from a pilgrimage to Jerusalem resulting in
another conversion. Christianity will spread early to Ethiopia.
The Jews are active persecutors of the new sect. The Jews, on the
other hand, are not flocking to become followers of The Name. Stephen,
one of the deacons has become a formidable preacher questioning the
place of things that the Jews hold most dear, the Law and the Temple.
The split between Judaism and the new sect is growing. Stephen tells
the resistant Jews of the Jewish Council that they have always been
against God; that the Temple is not where God lives. For this audacity
he is stoned. Saul, a young man educated at the feet of Gamaliel, is an
assenting witness to this killing. After rampaging through Jerusalem,
imprisoning men and women of this new way, Saul gets papers to go to
Damascus and continue the purge. On the way he is confronted by the
risen Christ; his life is turned directly around. He is ministered to by
Christians already in Damascus and receives the Holy Spirit. Acts does
not have all the details of Saul’s life in the next few years, we must pick
up those details from his later writing (Saul is Hebrew for the Greek
Paul).
In Antioch the followers of Jesus are first called “Christians.”
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Greek speaking followers of The Name have spread the new faith to
Antioch, a great commercial center in Syria. The church that begins to
build in this city will be wholly Gentile, and will become the supplier of
missionary zeal for the next expansion of the Church of Jesus Christ.
Among the early believers in Jerusalem is a man much revered in the
early community, Barnabus. A Levite from Cyprus, he has sold some
property, delivering the money to the apostles. He befriends Saul who,
because of his past reputation, no one will trust when he comes to
Jerusalem. Saul is soon sent back to Tarsus, his home territory, by the
leaders. The apostles also send Barnabus to Antioch to run the church
there ‐ the first presbyter (presbyters later are called priests). Barnabus
needs help in Antioch, so he goes to Tarsus to find Saul. Together they
work in Antioch for a year before carrying relief money to Jerusalem in
preparation for a prophesied famine. When they return to Antioch, they
bring John Mark with them. Men in the Antioch church prophesy that
these two are to begin the great missionary enterprise that will take
over Saul’s whole life. Mark will go on the first journey with him and
Barnabus.
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Lesson 48
Acts of the Apostles 1 - 13
Synopsis
I.

2.

3.

4.

Jesus says to wait in Jerusalem to
receive the Holy Spirit at the
Ascension of Jesus angels promise
His return apostles, women, Mary
and brothers wait in prayer Peter
suggests lots to be drawn
Matthias selected replacing Judas
the Day of Pentecost comes
a great wind shakes the room
all are filled with the Holy Spirit
tongues of fire alight on each one
outsiders heard God glorified
each in his own language (9:00am)
Peter quotes Joel's prophecy
those who call on the name
will be saved
Peter preaches the Lord is Christ
Steps to Salvation
1. repent
2. be baptized
3. receive forgiveness of sins
4. receive the Holy Spirit
this great promise for you
and for your children
3000 converted that day
devoted to teaching, fellowship
breaking of bread and prayers
Peter and John at Beautiful Gate
they heal the man born lame who
goes walking, leaping and praising
God
Peter's preaching
the Sadducees are annoyed
apostles arrested and beaten

5.

6.

5000 new believers added rulers,
elders and scribes ask "by what
power or name?" Peter answers
boldly," Jesus" he is admonished
and warned "speak that name no
more" Peter and John reply
"we listen to God"
friends rejoice, pray for boldness to
proclaim the name regardless a
second coming of the Holy Spirit all
things are shared in common
Barnabus sells a field and gives the
money to apostles Ananias, Sapphire
lie about a sale not to men but to
God, both die Peter's shadow heals
he continues preaching Sadducees
arrest apostles again an angel frees
them
they again preach in the Temple the
High Priest questions them "we
obey God not men"
Gamaliel cautions the Sanhedrin "you
may oppose God"
apostles beaten, don't preach
but they did not cease in the new
Church
the Hellenists complain
about unfair distribution of food the
twelve summoned the body to pick
seven trustworthy men and appoint
them to the duty of a table ministry deacons Stephen, Philip, Prochorus
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and
Nicolaus are deacons selected
Stephen preaches eloquently
questioning the Law and Temple
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7.

8.

9.

he angers those
of the Freedmen Synagogue
Stephen's sermon scans history from
Abraham to Moses
showing peoples' disobedience and
their idolatry
Solomon built a "house" but Almighty
doesn't live in houses "stiff- necked
rebellious people, uncircumcised in
heart and ears you always resist the
Holy Spirit" Stephen is stoned; Saul
present agrees with those who stone
him
great persecution breaks out scatters
people from Jerusalem Saul now an
active persecutor but scattering
spreads the word Philip preaches in
Samaria (the first non-Jewish place)
Simon, the Magician converted Peter
and John sent to confirm Samaritan
converts receive gift of the Holy Spirit
at their hands between Jerusalem and
Gaza Philip converts Ethiopian
eunuch who came to Jerusalem to
worship he was reading Is 53 to
himself interpreted by Philip that the
one described there was Jesus he
eunuch is baptized by Philip who's
caught up in the Holy Spirit to preach
in Azotus to Caesarea
Saul goes to Damascus
to persecute followers of the Way
The Lord Jesus meets him
in a transforming experience
in a vision Ananias is told
to go to minister to blinded Saul
"go, he is chosen instrument

10.

of mine to bring my name
before the Gentiles
he'll suffer for sake of my name"
Ananias lays hands on Saul he's
filled with the Holy Spirit preaches
Christ as Son of God lowered over
the Damascus wall in a basket
because of threats (3 yr. later) goes
to Jerusalem Barnabus befriends him
he is a bold preacher of Jesus and
disputes with the Hellenists for his
safety he is taken to Caesarea and
sent to Tarsus now with peace in the
Church it is multiplied by the Holy
Spirit Peter journeying, goes to Lydda
and heals Aeneas, raises Tabitha
stays at Joppa with Simon who is a
tanner
meanwhile in Caesarea
Cornelius a Roman centurion
has a 3 pm vision
an angel tells him to send for Peter
who has had a vision in a trance a
sheet comes down holding clean and
unclean creatures "take, eat' and
vision is repeated Peter understands
by this vision that the prohibition of
associating with Gentiles is now lifted
by God servants and soldier of
Cornelius arrive to summon him
Peter goes with them to Caesarea he
preaches the basic kerygma the Holy
Spirit falls on all of them they speak in
tongues, praise God then he baptizes
these Gentiles the basic Kerygma
(proclamation):

1. good news of peace by Jesus Christ
2. God anointed Him with HS power
3. He went about doing good,
healing, delivering
4. proof God was with Him
5. we witnessed these things
6. the Jews killed Him on a tree
7. God raised Him on third day
8. made manifest to those chosen
as witnesses
9. sent to preach and testify
13.
10. He will judge the living and dead
11. the prophets bear witness to Him
12. those who believe receive
forgiveness thru His name
sins are remitted
11. circumcision party doubts Peter
he relates the Holy Spirit's work
with the Gentiles to whom
also God has granted
"repentance unto life"
disciples are scattered
to Phoenicia,Cyprus, Antioch
they preach to the Jews
at Antioch begin to talk to Greeks
news comes to Jerusalem
Barnabus sent to check this out
Barnabus finds Saul
for a year they work in Antioch
in Antioch the followers of the Way
are first called Christians
Agabus foretells a famine
relief money sent to Jerusalem
taken by Barnabus and Saul
12. in Herod Agrippa's persecution
he kills the apostle James
he arrests and imprisons Peter an
angel of the Lord rescues him
he goes to the house of Mary

who is mother of John Mark
Rhoda, a maidservant sees
Peter standing at the gate
"tell this to James"
(called a "brother of the Lord")
Herod Agrippa stricken, dies
when in an audience
the populace proclaims him a god
Barnabus, Saul and John Mark
return to Antioch from Jerusalem
in Antioch prophets: Barnabus
Symeon, Lucius, Manaen, Saul
are worshipping and fasting
the Holy Spirit says to set apart
Barnabus and Saul, called Paul
first missionary journey begins
John Mark goes to assist them
1) Salamis thru islands to Paphos
Bar Jesus, a magician, rebuked
and blinded by Paul
tried to stop pro-consul's belief
2) they sail from Paphos to Perga
in Pamphylia, Mark turns back
the rest go on to Antioch of Pisidia
Paul preaches in the synagogue
gives history of the Jews
tells of Jesus raised from dead
through Him forgiveness
freed by belief in Him
people want him to preach again
by next Sabbath jealousy arose
opposition and trouble
rejected, the missionaries
turn to the Gentiles
who glorified God
but Jews incited trouble
drove Paul and Barnabus
from the district, on to Iconium
filled with the Holy Spirit, and joy

Lesson 48

Acts of the Apostles 1-13 Outline

I. The Place of Acts of the Apostle's In New Testament Times
A. The author is Luke, see Luke 1:1 and the opening of Acts
1. the " they, we" passages mark Luke's use of his diary
a. contrast the personal pronouns, they - Lk 16:8 changing to we - 16:10
b. this marks the point when Luke joined the party
2. see outline for Luke
B. The place? Antioch seems the likely place - see outline on Luke
C. Many factors were in place for spread of the Church
1. the Diaspora of the Jews
a. they were dispersed throughout the centuries
1) by their enemies - Assyrians to Greeks
2) by their commercial, banking interests that began in Babylon
3) by the expertise that was hired by Pharaohs in Egypt
b. observers of the Law and the synagogue were in cities everywhere
2. there was a universal language - Greek spoken and written over the world
3. Rome dominated the world
a. some rulers more stable than others
1) Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, Nero
a) Claudius enforced a ban against Jews (and Christians)
in Rome ca 49
b) Nero staged the first persecution against Christians ca 64-66
2) Herod Agrippa I was given rule of Palestine
a) nephew of Herod Antipas, grandson of Herod the Great
b) he was raised in Rome, a friend of emperors
c) Jewish, but pompous
d) the last Jew to rule Palestine
b. brought relative peace throughout the Empire
c. enforced safety from pirates and brigands which meant ease of travel
d. gave its citizens privileges with Roman citizenship
4. Time - before the deaths of Peter and Paul ca 65 because this is
not mentioned
II. The Holy Spirit and the Church
A. An Easter Faith to share with the world
1. Jesus' mission had been primarily to the Jews but he had had contacts
with Gentiles - Mark 7:27, Matt, 15:24, Matt 8:5-13
2. the resurrection of Jesus

470 Lesson 48 Acts of the Apostles 1-13 Outline

a. upon this fact Jesus' divinity rested secure
b. but the disciples were not transformed by belief in the resurrection
1) they were still in hiding for fear of the Jews John 20:19
2) they showed no missionary zeal John 21:3
3) they needed the empowering that Jesus promised Luke 24:49
3. He was with them till Ascension forty days after the resurrection Acts 1:3
4. He assured them of His Second Coming 1:11
5. at first the Jewish apostles frequented the Temple Acts 2:46
a. slowly abandoned the Temple cult
b. Stephen denied that Temple cult and Law were the supreme authority
B. The Pentecost experience charges the Apostles with missionary zeal
1. the promise of the Spirit had been given by Jesus
a. John 7:38-39 - the Spirit would come after Jesus was glorified
b. John 14,15,16, the work of the Spirit
1) teach you all things and bring to remembrance all that I have
said to you John 14:26, 16:15
2) bear witness to Jesus, glorify Jesus John 15:26 John 16:14
3) convince the world concerning sin, righteousness, judgment 16:8
4) guide you into all truth John 16:13
5) declare to you the things that are to come John 16:13
6) power to give witness to Jesus through the world Acts 1:8
c. Jesus' mission included baptism in the Holy Spirit John 1:33, Acts 1:5
2. manifestations of the Trinity in the Bible
a. undifferentiated Trinity (First Person) in the O.T.
b. The Second Person - the Gospels
c. The Third Person - Acts and epistles (to the present time)
3. all acts of the apostolic age are empowered by the Spirit
a. "without me you can do nothing"
b. gifts of the Spirit I Cor 12:4ff
c. fruits of the Spirit Gal 5:22
d. all Christians are to have this power
1) Paul warns of a formal religion that denies the power II Tim 3:15
2) this power is given to mere lackeys or slaves (diakonia)
3) it is the power to:
a) heal body and mind
b) to deliver from Satan and demons
c) to convince and teach - to bring to faith
d) to overcome death
4. Mary is present in the Upper Room at Pentecost

a. Mary instigates Jesus' ministry John 2 "they have no wine"
b. she is given to all disciples as "mother" John 19:26ff at the end
1) this is the consummation of His acts - "all is now finished that
scripture might be fulfilled"
2) Mary is to be in the heart of the believer's home John 19:27
c. she received the outpouring of the Holy Spirit Acts 1:14
1) her humility displayed in openness to more of the Holy Spirit
2) her place in the early Church community was among the
followers 5. there was a time of waiting for the Holy Spirit in the Upper Room
a. they were devoted to prayer 1:13-14
b. Pentecost is the feast celebrated by the Jews 50 days after Passover
1) 'Jerusalem filled with Jews from all over the world 2:9ff
2) this ,had been Feast of First Fruits and the celebration of the
great theophany of Sinai
a) that Sinai covenant was like the marriage bond
b) it brought forth fruitfulness for Israel - Yahweh's bride
c) that Sinai covenant now transformed in another great
theophany - the New Covenant marriage of God and His
people by the Spirit which is the birth of the Church
C. The Church is born
1. The Holy Spirit is poured out on the 120 who had waited.
a. accompanied by sound of a mighty wind
b. tongues of fire resting on each one
c. and they were filled with the Holy Spirit
d. speaking in other tongues 2:5
1) these Galileans were understood by all people
2) so startling they thought they were drunk 2:13
2. a second outpouring is related in 4:31
3. in Jerusalem, which remains its center
a. this city is the place of Messianic promise Is. 65-66
b. apostolic leadership of Peter is evident at once
1) in the replacement of Judas with Matthias at his instigation
a) David had prophesied about Judas 1:16
b) replacement was a witness of the resurrected Christ 1:21
c) he was chosen after prayer by casting lots
d) "enrolled" signifies a ceremony designating special character
which was recognized about the twelve
2) James and Jude, "brothers of the Lord" were in a different
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category from the apostles
3) all the apostles were present
a) also listed in Mt 10:2-4, Mk. 3:16-19, Lk 6:14-16
b) Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew,
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, and
Judas son of James
4) apostolic signs and wonders followed 2:43, 5:12
a) Peter and John manifest signs of true apostles 2 Cor 12:12,
Mt 10:8
b) healing the lame man at the beautiful gate
c) Peter's shadow heals the sick 5:15
d) people come from the country - all are healed 5:16
c. the election of deacons expands the ministry
1) unfair distribution of food to Greek-speaking Jews who complain
2) apostles summon the body
a) serving tables should not take over preaching ministry
b) pick out seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit
3) Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, Nicolaus
all have Greek names
a) Nicolaus, a proselyte - one who had been a Greek, then a Jew
b) he may be later leader of an heretical Nicolaitan sect Rev.2:6
4) apostles lay hands on them - chosen by the body 6:6
d. they all live a communal life
1) held all things in common 2:44-45, 4:32
2) distributed their money to those who had need 2:44, 4:34
3) ate common meals 2:46
4) lying and punishment of Ananias and Sapphira 5:1ff
a) not compelled to live communally 5:4
b) lying to God - both die 5:4ff
(1) showed actual disbelief in the Spirit
(2) a desire for the recognition of men
e. faith practice 2:42
1) devoted to apostles' teaching
2) fellowship
3) breaking of bread (Eucharist) in their homes 2:46
4) prayers
a) prayer of thanksgiving and for boldness 4:24-30
b) followed by a reverberation of Pentecost 4:31
5) attended the Temple together

6) praising God 2:46,
a) even for persecution 4:23 quoting third psalm
b) rejoiced that they suffered dishonor for the Name 5:41
4. The Church in Antioch 12:19
a. a Gentile church was founded during Saul's persecution in Jerusalem
1) great number believed
2) Jerusalem sent Barnabus who went to find Paul in Tarsus
3) the two taught in Antioch for a year
b. there they were first called Christians
c. from this church came prophets and teachers 13:1
1) a prophet prophesied the famine in Jerusalem
2) after fasting and praying - set aside Saul and Barnabus
3) sent them off as missionaries - the First Journey
3. They establiShed mission churches along their way
D. Early martyrdom met some of the disciples
1. James, the brother of John, was killed by the sword by Herod Agrippa
2. Stephen the deacon 6:5
a. full of grace and power did great wonders and signs 6:8
b. argues with people of the synagogue of Freedmen
c. seized, accused of blasphemy against Temple and Law
d. the council enraged at his preaching
e. full of the Holy Spirit, he saw the glory of God and Jesus at his right hand
f. listeners rush upon him, drag him out and stone him
g. "Lord Jesus receive my spirit, Do not hold this sin against them."7:59
h. Saul consented to his death while others stoned him. 8:1
E. Controversy arises in the Church
1. Peter gives a defense for having baptized Gentiles in Caesarea 11:1
a. the Spirit had sent him
b. the vision had called "unclean" clean
c. the Holy Spirit had fallen on them, and he then baptized
2. a "circumcision party" 11:2
a thought only circumcised Jews could become Christian
b. then must keep the entire Law
Ill. Apostles and Disciples
A. Peter is established by Jesus as the head of the apostles
1. first to recognize Christ
2. Jesus established him as Rock (Cephas) Matt 16:18
3. commissioned him to be Shepherd John 21
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4. left to support and defend the new society Lu 22:31
5. always mentioned with Jesus
6. one of three pillars of the Jerusalem church, James, Caches, John Gal 2:9
a. his headship is central
1) Paul's statement, "I confronted Cephas to his face," is that of one
normally in position of obedience Gal 2:11
2) he organizes the election before the Holy Spirit received Acts 1:15
b. he won the first Gentile converts 10
7. his early missionary work
a. regular journeys thru Palestine 9:32-10
b. at Lydda heals a paralyzed man 9:33
c. Joppa 9:36 he raises Tabitha, or Dorcas from death 9:36
1) many believed there
2) he stayed in Joppa with Simon, a tanner (unclean profession)
d. Caesarea 10:1 ff
1) Cornelius, centurion of Italian cohort
2) devout man who feared God
a) in a vision he is told to send for Peter
b) while messengers are on the way Peter has a vision
3) Peter's vision 10:9 11
a) a sheet lowered with clean and unclean - "take eat"
b) do not call unclean what God has cleansed
4) messengers arrive from Cornelius
5) Peter goes to Caesarea to meet with a Gentile
6) Peter sees God has no partiality 10:34
7) upon hearing his preaching Gentiles receive the Holy Spirit,10: 47
8) then they were baptized
4. a "common man," he is uneducated 4:13
5. after third imprisonment, he goes to Caesarea for a while
B. John, brother of James and close to Jesus
1. one of the three "pillars" Gal 2:9
2. he has a place closest to Peter 3:1 among the apostles 8:14
C. Mary ( see above-Mary's presence at Pentecost)
D. Barnabus
1. first mentioned in 4:36 (Joseph) Barnabus means son of encouragement
2. he is a Levite from Cyprus
3. he sold a field and brought the money to Apostles
4. he befriends Paul after his conversion
5. the apostles sent him to Antioch as first presbyter there 11:22

6. he found Saul and together, they taught in Antioch a year
7. relief is sent to Judean famine from Antioch by Barnabus and Saul
8. he brings Mark back from Jerusalem
E. Philip
1. one er
I Hellenist Jews among the first deacons —
2. he is an enthusiastic missionary
a. in Samaria
1) there are deliverance and healing 21Lastesi
2) a great multitude believed in Christ
3) a magician Simon, believed, was baptized
a) wanted to buy the power to bestow the Spirit
b) Peter chastises him, he repents
4) the apostles hear that Samaria has received the word
a)' Peter and John come to lay on hands for fullness of Spirit
b) baptism alone is not enough
b. met the Ethiopian, a Jew returning to his home, somewhere between
Jerusalem and Gaza 8:26
1) he is reading Isaiah 53 Philip joins him and interprets his reading
2) told the good news of Jesus - Philip baptized him 8:38
c. Philip is carried by the Spirit to Azotus preaches to Caesarea 8:40
F. James - three men so named
1. son of Zebedee, brother of John Acts 1:13, killed by Herod Antipas 12:2
2. the son of Alphaeus, Acts 1:13
3. James, the "brother" or kin of the Lord
a. Matthew 13:55 the brothers of the Lord listed
b. Acts 12:17 leader of Jerusalem church also Acts 15:13, 21:18
c. I Cor. 18:7 - his conversion?
d. Paul's letter to the Galatians mentions him as a pillar Ga1.1:19; 2:9,12
G. Saul of Tarsus
1. the persecutor see Part V.
2. he has a transforming experience of Jesus
a. on the road to Damascus to continue his persecution 9:1
b. his theophany is with the risen Lord
c. he is converted to Jesus
d. three days he spends blind and fasting 9:9
3. a disciple at Damascus, Ananias, ministers to him
a. has a vision that Saul is at Judas' house on Straight street 9:11
b. Saul is called a chosen instrument of God 9:15
c. lays hands on Paul to receive his sight and the Holy Spirit
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4. Paul is baptized. 9:18
5. he proclaims in Damascus, Jesus is the Son of God 9:20
a. before later escape from Damascus, he goes to Arabia Gal 1:17, 4:25
b. then reappeared in Damascus
6. the Jews threaten to kill him, so he is lowered over the wall 9:25
7. he came to Jerusalem 9:26
a. the disciples were afraid of him 9:26
b. Barnabus befriends him and takes him to the apostles
c. he preaches boldly the name of Jesus
d. in danger of death by Hellenists, he is sent away to Tarsus 9:30
H. John Mark
1. His mother Mary's house an apostolic gathering place 12:12
2. he went with Barnabus and Saul to Antioch 12:25
IV. Apostolic Preaching
A. The Kerygma (proclamation)
1. told of the restoration of the divine to human nature
a. Baptism in water in the name of the Father, Son, Holy Spirit
1) sins must be paid for
2) forgiveness is bestowed and accepted
b. Baptism with the Holy Spirit
1) a restored capacity received from God
2) filled with the Holy Spirit
2. steps are given in Acts 2:28
a. repent
b. be baptized
c. accept forgiveness for sins
d. receive the Holy Spirit
3. occasions of Peter's preaching of the Kerygma a. 2:1436 to Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem
1) fulfilling the prophecy of Joel 2:28-32
a) upon all flesh the Spirit would be poured out
b) mark of the Messianic age Jer 31:31, Ez 36:26
c) Acts assumes believers receive the Spirit, also I Cor 12:13
2) Jesus was delivered up - the plan of God from the first 2:23
3) Jesus is the heavenly Lord, not just Messiah 2:25 - 36
4) the death and resurrection were His exultation to glory
5) promise to you and to your children Is. 37:19
6) result: 3000 baptized into the church that day

b. 3:12-28 preaching after healing the lame man in the Temple
1) Jesus is the Author of Life
2) God raised Him rim the dead - we are witnesses
3) In His name are these things done
4) you acted in ignorance
a) repent
b) turn around
c) accept forgiveness of sins
d) refreshment by the presence of the Lord
e) God sent him to bless you
c. 4:8-12 by The name of Jesus the lame was healed
1) He whom you crucified and God raisod
2) He was rejected as cornerstone
3) no salvation by any other name
d.. 10:36-48
1) Jesus is Lord of ail
2) the good news is peace (completeness) brought by Jesus
3) God anointed Jesus with Holy Spirit and power
4) He went about doing good, heating and delivering
5) we witness these things
6) Jews put Him to death on a tree
7) God raised Him up on the third day
8) made Him manifest to those chosen as witnesses
9) sent to preach and testify
10) He will judge the living and the dead
11) the prophets bear witness to Him
12) those who believe receive forgiveness of sin
B, Stephen's Preaching
1. the whole salvation history from Abraham 7:2
a. the covenant of circumcision 7:8
b. jealous brothers of Joseph
2. through Moses - mighty in words and deeds
a. his brothers did not understand 7:25
b. his own “brother” rebuked him 7:29
c. Moses' theophany - they still refused him 7:35
d. God will raise up a prophet like me, said Moses 7:37
e. you thrust Moses aside and made sacrifice to idols 7:41
3 . Israel was always idolatrous with Moloch etc.
4 . Moses made only a tent
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a. Solomon made a Tern pie
b. God does not live in a Tempt 7:48
5. you sift-necked people - you always resist the Spirit 7:51
a. you have not kept the Law
b. you persecuted the prophet
V. Troubles and Persecution
A. First arrest by Sadducees, priests and. Temple captains
1. annoyed at this teaching 4:7
2. arrested Peter and John "by what power do you do this?'
3. believers now numbered 5000 4:4
4. what to do with these men?
a. warned not to speak in this name 4:18
b. could not punish them - people praising God for the miracle
B. Second Arrest by Sadducees, High Priest 5:17
1. put in the common prison, an angel releases them 51.2
2. continue to preach
3, brought before the Council
a. we strictly charged you not to teach in the name
b. witnessed in the Council we must obey God not man
5. Gamaliel saves them from death 5:34
a. be careful! If these men are of God you will fail
b. if their undertaking is of men it will fail.
6. beat them, charged them not to teach in the name of Jesus
C. Saul's general persecution
1. breaks out in Jerusalem after the stoning of Stephen 8:1
a. scattered Christians throughout Judea and Samaria 8:1
b. laid waste the Church
c. dragged men and women to prison 8:3
.
d. believers were scattered to Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch 11 .19
a. breathing threats, the High Priest allows him to go to Damascus 9:1
3. afterward there is a period at peace In Jerusalem. the Church built up 9:31
b. Herod Agrippa's Persecution
1. laid violent hands on the Church 121
2. killed James the brother of John with the sward
3. arrested Peter who had an angelic deliverance from orison 12:6
4. Herod dies after pompous display where he was called god. 12:21ff

