Lesson 43 A Review of the Old Testament
An Introduction to the New Testament
QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW:
1. How has your idea of the Old Testament changed through this study?
2. What reasons would you give a friend for studying the Old Testament?
3. What revelation of God in the OT has meant the most to you?
4. What particular book or person came alive for you in a special way?
5. What part of the Old Testament would you like to go back to for in‐
depth study? What part did you like least?
80th Psalm and prayer.
What have been the students’ impressions of the Bible so far? The
following are often stated: 1) The Old Testament history is more brutal
and bloody than students were prepared for. 2) There is a definite
incompleteness when one reaches the end of all that the Jews have
experienced. 3) Ethically and morally people have not changed; people
today are the same. 4) God’s love shines through all; gone is the image
of a harsh Judge.
The diagrams help us review. The first diagram (page 422) has most
of the themes we have discovered in the Old Testament and some of the
references that carry the particular theme forward. The second diagram
(page 423) recaps the history from the time of the Maccabees to King
Herod, depicting relationships of people and events. The third diagram
(page 424) is Old Testament history with the books shown in relation to
the time line.
On the map we see the relationship of the various countries. In
preparation for New Testament times, open the map book to page 24
which shows the Roman Empire at its height. Note that the country of
Parthia to the east was never conquered by Rome and was always her
enemy. That enmity bears on the Jews because at a time close to the
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appearance of Christ, Parthia tried to establish control of Palestine by
repositioning one of the Hasmoneans on the throne, Antigonus, a son
of Aristobulus I. The fracas resulted in the appearance of Antipater,
governor of Idumea, father of Herod the Great.
Nabatae, too, figures in the story. We note that the country of
Nabatae (Nab’ a tay’) to the south and east, was also a holdout from
Rome for several hundred years. When the exiles returned from
Babylon, they found their lands had been taken over by Edom. The
Edomites under pressure from Arab tribes had found it a good time to
move into the farms and vineyards left behind, and to take the
possessions abandoned by the exiles. They settled in lands south of
Jerusalem ‐ the Hebron territory, and established themselves under the
name Idumeans (from Edom). Arab tribes then took over Edom,
naming it Nabatae. Their power came from controlling the wealth of
east/west trade routes in the Arabian Peninsula. King Aretas gave his
daughter in marriage to one of Herod’s sons, Herod Antipas, who
divorced her to marry his brother Philip’s wife, Herodias. It was John
the Baptist’s protesting this that led to his beheading by Herodias’
intrigue (with her daughter, Salome). Divorcing his daughter also lead
to further trouble with Aretas.
At the time of Christ both civil and religious authorities had their
roots In Maccabean history. A chart of the Maccabees is in the
Hammond Atlas at the bottom of page 41, and in the diagram on page
423. “Maccabean” and “Hasmonean” are interchangeable terms.
Hasmon was the family name of Mattathias, the founder of the family,
while Maccabees, or “hammer” was the name garnered by the exploits
of his sons, notably Judas. The chart lists the five sons and their
descendants who finally by war and political maneuvering reestablished
the boundaries of the old Kingdom of David. This family’s descendants
affect both the Jews’ civil and the religious life. The Hasmonean family
gained the stage of history when Mattathias and his sons, for purely
religious reasons, opposed the Greek Seleucids and their attempt to
Hellenize the Jews. Gathering around the Law they organized their
successful guerrilla war against the Syrians (successive Seleucid kings).
The greatest warrior of the brothers, Judas, had initial victories that
freed Jerusalem, and the small area of Judea. He then cleansed the

Temple from profanation of Zeus worship instituted by Antiochus IV
Epiphanes. After his death in battle, his leadership was taken first by
Jonathan and then Simon, both of whom had success in controlling the
countryside and gaining rulership over it by war, but also by political
acumen ‐ playing off the various Seleucid rulers against each other as
they fought among themselves for kingship. Because they raised and
maintained successful armies, Jonathan and Simon were valuable allies
to these contenders for power. But as is always the result of power, in
time, the Maccabean brothers became less interested in religious issues
and more interested in gaining political power. Those who fought
alongside of them from the first, the pious Hasidim, had only religious
goals, and as the Maccabean family became political, the Hasidim began
to resist their rule. Simon even took the title of High Priest, and later
still the Hasmoneans were called “King”. This alienated the Hasidim
even more; they began to be called Pharisees, from a word that means,
“separate.” Separating themselves from the Hasmonean rulers, they
became enemies. Simon’s son, John Hyrcanus, secured more territories
for Israel, forcibly circumcising the Idumeans and annexing their
territories. During his rule Pharisees were still used as teachers for these
“converts.” But later, under rule of John’s sons, even this alliance with
the Pharisees died.
The family goes through a turbulent history. Aristobulus, John
Hyrcanus l’s son, ruled only one year; his widow married Janneus, one
of Aristobulus’ brothers. During Aristobulus’ year he had imprisoned
his brothers with his mother. She starved to death in prison. Janneus,
when he assumed kingship after release from prison, married the widow
and killed the rest of his brothers. His reign was successful in
consolidating Palestine, finally holding more territories under his rule
than anyone since King David. But interiorly the kingdom was in
turmoil. Open conflict resulted with the Pharisees who disastrously
called in the Syrian army to help, thus losing the favor of the populace
and leading to a crushing defeat. Janneus then crucified 800 leading
Pharisees. As a special touch, he had their wives and children murdered
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in front of their crosses while he and his courtiers reclined on couches
and celebrated the bloody spectacle. Brutal, drunken, in every way
depraved, this man and his reign forced many Pharisees from Jerusalem.
They escaped to the desert where they founded the community at
Qumran around a “teacher of righteousness.”
The religious community of Qumran was determined to be pure.
These Law‐abiding Jews had given up on the civil situation as being
irremediable. They built an extensive complex on the shores of the
Dead Sea, established their own calendar for religious observance, and
emphasized the Law and the Sacred Scriptures. Among the buildings
was a scriptorium where these ancient texts were reverently copied, and
ritual cleansing baths (important to their cleanliness concepts and
supplied by eight cisterns). They made their own pottery, had stables,
laundry, and a communal kitchen. All men, they lived celibately in
caves surrounding the compound. Besides rewriting the old texts, they
also wrote new ones. Among them were rules governing conduct in
their community, expositions of their philosophy and commentaries on
various Old Testament books. This important community existed for a
couple of hundred years. It closed once in 31 B.C. when a devastating
earthquake killed 30,000 in Israel, but reopened about thirty years later.
It is thought that John the Baptist was from the Qumran community,
whose members were also called the Essenes. He was celibate, ascetic,
and preached the message centering on The Day of the Lord and its
coming judgment that was common at Qumran. We recognize it as
apocalyptic eschatology which was the prevailing theology of Qumran.
After a period of peace, there is more war. After the death of
Alexander Janneus, his widow Alexandra ruled some years, even
attempting to make peace with the Pharisees. Things were quiet and
prosperous. She established her weak son, Hyrcanus I as High Priest,
and her stronger son, Aristobulus II as civil head. He was not content
with this and at her death challenged Hyrcanus. War broke out
between their groups of followers. At this point an Idumean named
Antipater, the governor of Idumea, entered Jewish history. Antipater
called in the king of Nabatae, Aretas (above) to help him support
Hyrcanus whose weakness was perceived to be exploitable for the

benefit of both Idumea and Nabatae. They besieged Jerusalem until the
Romans intervened.
Pompey is called in to settle the dispute In Jerusalem. Fresh from
successes in Pontus, this Roman general is summoned to Jerusalem.
Rome by 64B.C. has annexed all the Greek lands except Parthia. He
conquers Jerusalem on the Sabbath and enters the Temple with his
soldiers while the service is taking place. The priests go on as though
nothing has happened. Investigating the Holy of Holies, he sees
nothing, and goes out of the Temple without touching its treasures. He
reestablishes Hyrcanus II, which puts Antipater who has supported
him, in a good place. Antipater is made civil authority with Hyrcanus
High Priest. The contender, Aristobulus II, is exiled to Rome. This isn’t
the end of him however; a son, Antigonus, escapes Rome, raises an
army and tries with various mentors, including Parthia, to reestablish
himself in Palestine.
Antipater is a wise politician. He has gained political control of Israel
by being on the right side with the Romans and he develops this into an
art as does his son, Herod. Even when they fight with the wrong side,
they are able to change sides and come out on the side of victory and
power. Antipater switches sides when Julius Caesar defeats Pompey in
the Roman civil war. He then puts his sons in charge of the country:
Phasel in the south and Herod in the north. When their father is
poisoned; they rule. Antigonus comes back supported by Parthian
armies to challenge this arrangement. Jerusalem opens the gates to him,
and Phasel commits suicide. Hyrcanus II is mutilated so he can no
longer be High Priest, but Herod escapes with his family and his fiancée
Mariamne, a sixth generation daughter of the Maccabean family.
Herod has double measure of his father’s political acumen. He
escapes his pursuers to the Herodian, near Bethlehem, which wasn’t yet
the fortification it would become when Herod is king. Fleeing further,
he leaves his family and Mariamne at Masada, the Dead Sea fortress he
will develop, and finds his way into Nabatae to get help. Finding none
there, he goes to Egypt, and from there to Rome. He is honored by
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Augustus who has come out the victor against Marc Antony and
Cleopatra in Egypt (Antony had taken back lands from Herod that he
had once given him, because Cleo wanted them). Herod, the master
politician, keeps Rome’s trust, and is made King of Judea by Augustus.
As Palestine’s ruler, Herod becomes a great builder. The Near East
is covered with the ruins of his buildings. He embellished Israel, trying
to win the favor of the Jews, never won over. The ruins of his building
projects are indeed impressive. At his death he divides the country
between his three sons who appear in the gospels – Archelaus:
Jerusalem and Judea, Philip: territory north of the Sea of Galilee, and
Antipas, areas to the north and east of the Sea of Galilee. See the maps.
Archelaus was so bad a ruler after one year Rome deposed him putting
in place Roman governors. Pontius Pilate was the fifth. (After seven
governors, Rome again let a descendant of Herod, Agrippa I, rule the
land ‐ this was brief, then again placing Roman governors). Herod died
in a paranoid state after killing many of the family including the favorite
of his ten wives, Mariamne. Because she was a member of his enemy’s
family, the Hasmoneans, he finally became pathologically suspicious of
her. Slowly he disintegrated, alcoholic and mentally deranged. A
paranoid egocentric, in fear of the birth of a prophesied king, he was
capable of killing all the babies in Bethlehem at the birth of Jesus.
The Sadducees and Pharisees originated during Hasmonean rule.
A group of the more prominent Israelites, later called Sadducees, sided
with the Hasmonean rulers. Inheritors of those sympathetic to
Hellenizers at the earlier time, they first opposed the Hasmoneans. But
intrigued by their growing wealth and power, and gravitating toward
being politically and socially right, they turned to support them.
Holding the Torah and the Temple in esteem, they did not accept the
new Hasidic beliefs of resurrection and life after death. The Sadducees
were always preponderant and along with ruling Pharisees in Jerusalem
belonged to the Sanhedrin which was headed by the High Priest.
Besides these parties, the Zealots were those who wanted to take up
where Judas Maccabeus had left off, freeing the Jews from the control of
Rome. In AD67 Zealots lead a general Jewish revolt against Rome which
ended with the total destruction of the Temple and the city in AD70.
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